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Statement on the 30th Anniversary of the Peace Treaty Between Egypt and
Israel
March 26, 2009

Today marks the anniversary of the peace
treaty between Egypt and Israel, signed 30
years ago at the White House. 

As we commemorate this historic event, we
recall that peace is always possible even in the
face of seemingly intractable conflicts. The suc-
cess of Prime Minister Begin, President Sadat,
and President Carter, begun at Camp David,
demonstrated that progress results from sus-
tained efforts at communication and coopera-

tion. While much work remains, we honor the
courage and foresight of these leaders, who
stood together in unity to change the course of
our shared history. 

Today, as we seek to expand the circle of
peace among Arabs and Israelis, we take inspi-
ration from what Israel and Egypt achieved
three decades ago, knowing that the destination
is worthy of the struggle.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation to Promote Voluntarism
March 26, 2009

I’m so pleased that the Senate overwhelm-
ingly passed the bipartisan Edward M. Kennedy
Serve America Act, legislation that will usher in
a new era of service. I want to applaud all those
who have worked so hard to see this bill
through, and I am eager to sign it into law.

This legislation will help create new opportu-
nities for millions of Americans at all stages of
their lives, from improving service learning in
schools to creating an army of 250,000 volun-
teers a year dedicated to addressing our Na-
tion’s toughest problems, from connecting
working Americans to a variety of part-time ser-
vice opportunities to better utilizing the skills
and experience of our retirees and baby boom-
ers. This legislation will help tap the genius of
our faith-based and community organizations,
and it will find the most innovative ideas for ad-

dressing our common challenges and helping
those ideas grow. 

It is fitting that this legislation is named after
Ted Kennedy, a person who has never stopped
asking what he could do for his country. This
legislation is not just a tribute to the service to
which he has dedicated his life, it is a call to ac-
tion for the rest of us. Our work is not finished
when I sign this bill into law; it has just begun.
While our Government can provide every op-
portunity imaginable for us to serve our com-
munities, it is up to each of us to seize those op-
portunities, to do our part to lift up our fellow
Americans, to realize our own true potential.

I call on all Americans to stand up and do
what they can to serve their communities, shape
our history, and enrich both their own lives and
the lives of others across this country.

Remarks on United States Military and Diplomatic Strategies for Afghanistan
and Pakistan
March 27, 2009

Good morning. Please be seated. Before I
begin today, let me acknowledge, first of all,
Your Excellencies, all the Ambassadors who are
in attendance. I also want to acknowledge both
the civilians and our military personnel that are
about to be deployed to the region. And I am

very grateful to all of you for your extraordinary
work. 

I want to acknowledge General David
Petraeus, who’s here and has been doing an
outstanding job at CENTCOM; we appreciate
him. I want to thank Bruce Riedel—Bruce is
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down at the end here—who has worked
extensively on our strategic review. I want to
acknowledge Karl Eikenberry, who’s here, and
is our Ambassador-designate to Afghanistan.
And to my national security team, thanks for
their outstanding work.

Today I’m announcing a comprehensive,
new strategy for Afghanistan and Pakistan.
And this marks the conclusion of a careful pol-
icy review, led by Bruce, that I ordered as soon
as I took office. My administration has heard
from our military commanders as well as our
diplomats. We’ve consulted with the Afghan
and Pakistani Governments, with our partners
and our NATO allies, and with other donors
and international organizations. We’ve also
worked closely with Members of Congress
here at home. And now I’d like to speak clearly
and candidly to the American people. 

The situation is increasingly perilous. It’s
been more than 7 years since the Taliban was
removed from power, yet war rages on and in-
surgents control parts of Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. Attacks against our troops, our NATO al-
lies, and the Afghan Government have risen
steadily. And most painfully, 2008 was the
deadliest year of the war for American forces. 

Many people in the United States, and
many in partner countries that have sacrificed
so much, have a simple question: What is our
purpose in Afghanistan? After so many years,
they ask, why do our men and women still
fight and die there? And they deserve a
straightforward answer. 

So let me be clear: Al Qaida and its allies,
the terrorists who planned and supported the
9/11 attacks, are in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Multiple intelligence estimates have warned
that Al Qaida is actively planning attacks on
the United States homeland from its safe ha-
ven in Pakistan. And if the Afghan Govern-
ment falls to the Taliban or allows Al Qaida to
go unchallenged, that country will again be a
base for terrorists who want to kill as many of
our people as they possibly can. 

The future of Afghanistan is inextricably
linked to the future of its neighbor Pakistan. In
the nearly 8 years since 9/11, Al Qaida and its
extremist allies have moved across the border
to the remote areas of the Pakistani frontier.

This almost certainly includes Al Qaida’s lead-
ership, Usama bin Laden and Ayman Al-Zawa-
hiri. They have used this mountainous terrain
as a safe haven to hide, to train terrorists, to
communicate with followers, to plot attacks,
and to send fighters to support the insurgency
in Afghanistan. For the American people, this
border region has become the most dangerous
place in the world. 

But this is not simply an American prob-
lem—far from it—it is, instead, an internation-
al security challenge of the highest order. Ter-
rorist attacks in London and Bali were tied to
Al Qaida and its allies in Pakistan, as were at-
tacks in North Africa and the Middle East, in
Islamabad and in Kabul. If there is a major at-
tack on an Asian, European, or African city, it
too is likely to have ties to Al Qaida’s leader-
ship in Pakistan. The safety of people around
the world is at stake. 

For the Afghan people, a return to Taliban
rule would condemn their country to brutal
governance, international isolation, a para-
lyzed economy, and the denial of basic human
rights to the Afghan people, especially women
and girls. The return in force of Al Qaida ter-
rorists who would accompany the core Taliban
leadership would cast Afghanistan under the
shadow of perpetual violence. 

As President, my greatest responsibility is to
protect the American people. We are not in
Afghanistan to control that country or to dic-
tate its future. We are in Afghanistan to con-
front a common enemy that threatens the
United States, our friends and our allies, and
the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan who
have suffered the most at the hands of violent
extremists. 

So I want the American people to under-
stand that we have a clear and focused goal to
disrupt, dismantle, and defeat Al Qaida in Pak-
istan and Afghanistan and to prevent their re-
turn to either country in the future. That’s the
goal that must be achieved; that is a cause that
could not be more just. And to the terrorists
who oppose us, my message is the same: We
will defeat you. 

To achieve our goals, we need a stronger,
smarter, and comprehensive strategy. To focus
on the greatest threat to our people, America
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must no longer deny resources to Afghanistan
because of the war in Iraq. To enhance the mil-
itary, governance, and economic capacity of Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, we have to marshal in-
ternational support. And to defeat an enemy
that heeds no borders or laws of war, we must
recognize the fundamental connection between
the future of Afghanistan and Pakistan, which is
why I’ve appointed Ambassador Richard Hol-
brooke, who is here, to serve as Special Repre-
sentative for both countries and to work closely
with General Petraeus to integrate our civilian
and military efforts. 

Let me start by addressing the way forward
in Pakistan. The United States has great respect
for the Pakistani people. They have a rich histo-
ry and have struggled against long odds to sus-
tain their democracy. The people of Pakistan
want the same things that we want: an end to
terror, access to basic services, the opportunity
to live their dreams, and the security that can
only come with the rule of law. The single
greatest threat to that future comes from Al Qa-
ida and their extremist allies, and that is why we
must stand together. 

The terrorists within Pakistan’s borders are
not simply enemies of America or Afghanistan,
they are a grave and urgent danger to the peo-
ple of Pakistan. Al Qaida and other violent ex-
tremists have killed several thousand Pakistanis
since 9/11. They’ve killed many Pakistani sol-
diers and police. They assassinated Benazir
Bhutto. They’ve blown up buildings, derailed
foreign investment, and threatened the stability
of the state. So make no mistake: Al Qaida and
its extremist allies are a cancer that risks killing
Pakistan from within.

It’s important for the American people to un-
derstand that Pakistan needs our help in going
after Al Qaida. This is no simple task. The tribal
regions are vast, they are rugged, and they are
often ungoverned. And that’s why we must fo-
cus our military assistance on the tools, training,
and support that Pakistan needs to root out the
terrorists. And after years of mixed results, we
will not, and cannot, provide a blank check.
Pakistan must demonstrate its commitment to
rooting out Al Qaida and the violent extremists
within its borders. And we will insist that action

be taken, one way or another, when we have in-
telligence about high-level terrorist targets. 

The Government’s ability to destroy these
safe havens is tied to its own strength and secu-
rity. To help Pakistan weather the economic cri-
sis, we must continue to work with the IMF, the
World Bank, and other international partners.
To lessen tensions between two nuclear-armed
nations that too often teeter on the edge of es-
calation and confrontation, we must pursue
constructive diplomacy with both India and
Pakistan. To avoid the mistakes of the past, we
must make clear that our relationship with Pak-
istan is grounded in support for Pakistan’s dem-
ocratic institutions and the Pakistani people.
And to demonstrate through deeds as well as
words a commitment that is enduring, we must
stand for lasting opportunity. 

A campaign against extremism will not suc-
ceed with bullets or bombs alone. Al Qaidas of-
fers the people of Pakistan nothing but destruc-
tion. We stand for something different. So to-
day I am calling upon Congress to pass a bipar-
tisan bill cosponsored by John Kerry and
Richard Lugar that authorizes $1.5 billion in di-
rect support to the Pakistani people every year
over the next 5 years, resources that will build
schools and roads and hospitals and strengthen
Pakistan’s democracy. I’m also calling on Con-
gress to pass a bipartisan bill cosponsored by
Maria Cantwell, Chris Van Hollen, and Peter
Hoekstra that creates opportunity zones in the
border regions to develop the economy and
bring hope to places plagued with violence. And
we will ask our friends and allies to do their
part, including at the donors conference in To-
kyo next month. 

I don’t ask for this support lightly. These are
challenging times; resources are stretched. But
the American people must understand that this
is a downpayment on our own future, because
the security of America and Pakistan is shared.
Pakistan’s Government must be a stronger part-
ner in destroying these safe havens, and we
must isolate Al Qaida from the Pakistani peo-
ple. And these steps in Pakistan are also indis-
pensable to our efforts in Afghanistan, which
will see no end to violence if insurgents move
freely back and forth across the border. 
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Security demands a new sense of shared re-
sponsibility. And that’s why we will launch a
standing, trilateral dialog among the United
States, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Our nations
will meet regularly, with Secretaries Clinton
and Secretary Gates leading our effort. To-
gether, we must enhance intelligence sharing
and military cooperation along the border,
while addressing issues of common concern
like trade, energy, and economic develop-
ment. 

This is just one part of a comprehensive
strategy to prevent Afghanistan from becom-
ing the Al Qaida safe haven that it was before
9/11. To succeed, we and our friends and allies
must reverse the Taliban’s gains and promote
a more capable and accountable Afghan Gov-
ernment. 

Our troops have fought bravely against a
ruthless enemy. Our civilians have made great
sacrifices. Our allies have borne a heavy bur-
den. Afghans have suffered and sacrificed for
their future. But for 6 years, Afghanistan has
been denied the resources that it demands be-
cause of the war in Iraq. Now, we must make a
commitment that can accomplish our goals. 

I’ve already ordered the deployment of
17,000 troops that had been requested by
General McKiernan for many months. These
soldiers and marines will take the fight to the
Taliban in the south and the east and give us a
greater capacity to partner with Afghan securi-
ty forces and to go after insurgents along the
border. This push will also help provide secu-
rity in advance of the important Presidential
elections in Afghanistan in August. 

At the same time, we will shift the emphasis
of our mission to training and increasing the
size of Afghan security forces, so that they can
eventually take the lead in securing their coun-
try. That’s how we will prepare Afghans to take
responsibility for their security, and how we
will ultimately be able to bring our own troops
home. 

For 3 years, our commanders have been
clear about the resources they need for train-
ing. And those resources have been denied be-
cause of the war in Iraq. Now, that will
change. The additional troops that we de-
ployed have already increased our training ca-

pacity. And later this spring, we will deploy ap-
proximately 4,000 U.S. troops to train Afghan
security forces. For the first time, this will tru-
ly resource our effort to train and support the
Afghan Army and police. Every American unit
in Afghanistan will be partnered with an Af-
ghan unit, and we will seek additional trainers
from our NATO allies to ensure that every Af-
ghan unit has a coalition partner. We will ac-
celerate our efforts to build an Afghan Army of
134,000 and a police force of 82,000 so that we
can meet these goals by 2011, and increases in
Afghan forces may very well be needed as our
plans to turn over security responsibility to the
Afghans go forward. 

This push must be joined by a dramatic in-
crease in our civilian effort. Afghanistan has an
elected government, but it is undermined by
corruption and has difficulty delivering basic
services to its people. The economy is under-
cut by a booming narcotics trade that encour-
ages criminality and funds the insurgency. The
people of Afghanistan seek the promise of a
better future. Yet once again, we’ve seen the
hope of a new day darkened by violence and
uncertainty. 

So to advance security, opportunity, and
justice—not just in Kabul, but from the bot-
tom up in the Provinces—we need agricultural
specialists and educators, engineers and law-
yers. That’s how we can help the Afghan Gov-
ernment serve its people and develop an econ-
omy that isn’t dominated by illicit drugs. And
that’s why I’m ordering a substantial increase
in our civilians on the ground. That’s also why
we must seek civilian support from our part-
ners and allies, from the United Nations and
international aid organizations, an effort that
Secretary Clinton will carry forward next week
in The Hague.

At a time of economic crisis, it’s tempting to
believe that we can shortchange this civilian
effort. But make no mistake: Our efforts will
fail in Afghanistan and Pakistan if we don’t in-
vest in their future. And that’s why my budget
includes indispensable investments in our
State Department and foreign assistance pro-
grams. These investments relieve the burden
on our troops. They contribute directly to se-
curity. They make the American people safer.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 27

369

And they save us an enormous amount of mon-
ey in the long run, because it’s far cheaper to
train a policeman to secure his or her own vil-
lage than to help a farmer seed a crop—or to
help a farmer seed a crop than it is to send our
troops to fight tour after tour of duty with no
transition to Afghan responsibility. 

As we provide these resources, the days of
unaccountable spending, no-bid contracts, and
wasteful reconstruction must end. So my bud-
get will increase funding for a strong Inspector
General at both State Department and USAID
and include robust funding for the Special In-
spector Generals for Afghan Reconstruction.
And I want to be clear: We cannot turn a blind
eye to the corruption that causes Afghans to
lose faith in their own leaders. Instead, we will
seek a new compact with the Afghan Govern-
ment that cracks down on corrupt behavior and
sets clear benchmarks, clear metrics for inter-
national assistance so that it is used to provide
for the needs of the Afghan people.

In a country with extreme poverty that’s been
at war for decades, there will also be no peace
without reconciliation among former enemies.
Now, I have no illusion that this will be easy. In
Iraq, we had success in reaching out to former
adversaries to isolate and target Al Qaida in
Iraq. We must pursue a similar process in Af-
ghanistan, while understanding that it is a very
different country. 

There is an uncompromising core of the Tal-
iban. They must be met with force, and they
must be defeated. But there are also those
who’ve taken up arms because of coercion or
simply for a price. These Afghans must have the
option to choose a different course. And that’s
why we will work with local leaders, the Afghan
Government, and international partners to have
a reconciliation process in every Province. As
their ranks dwindle, an enemy that has nothing
to offer the Afghan people but terror and re-
pression must be further isolated. And we will
continue to support the basic human rights of
all Afghans, including women and girls. 

And going forward, we will not blindly stay
the course. Instead, we will set clear metrics to
measure progress and hold ourselves account-
able. We’ll consistently assess our efforts to
train Afghan security forces and our progress in

combating insurgents. We will measure the
growth of Afghanistan’s economy and its illicit
narcotics production. And we will review
whether we are using the right tools and tactics
to make progress towards accomplishing our
goals. 

None of the steps that I’ve outlined will be
easy; none should be taken by America alone.
The world cannot afford the price that will
come due if Afghanistan slides back into chaos
or Al Qaida operates unchecked. We have a
shared responsibility to act, not because we
seek to project power for its own sake, but be-
cause our own peace and security depends on
it. And what’s at stake at this time is not just our
own security, it’s the very idea that free nations
can come together on behalf of our common se-
curity. That was the founding cause of NATO
six decades ago, and that must be our common
purpose today. 

My administration is committed to strength-
ening international organizations and collective
action, and that will be my message next week
in Europe. As America does more, we will ask
others to join us in doing their part. From our
partners and NATO allies, we will seek not sim-
ply troops, but rather clearly defined capabili-
ties: supporting the Afghan elections, training
Afghan security forces, a greater civilian com-
mitment to the Afghan people. For the United
Nations, we seek greater progress for its man-
date to coordinate international action and as-
sistance and to strengthen Afghan institutions. 

And finally, together with the United Na-
tions, we will forge a new contact group for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan that brings together all
who should have a stake in the security of the
region, our NATO allies and other partners, but
also the Central Asian states, the Gulf nations
and Iran, Russia, India, and China. None of
these nations benefit from a base for Al Qaida
terrorists and a region that descends into chaos.
All have a stake in the promise of lasting peace
and security and development. 

And that is true, above all, for the coalition
that has fought together in Afghanistan, side by
side with Afghans. The sacrifices have been
enormous. Nearly 700 Americans have lost
their lives; troops from over 20 countries have
also paid the ultimate price. All Americans
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honor the service and cherish the friendship of
those who have fought and worked and bled
by our side. And all Americans are awed by the
service of our own men and women in uni-
form, who’ve borne a burden as great as any
other generation’s. They and their families
embody the example of selfless sacrifice. 

I remind everybody, the United States of
America did not choose to fight a war in Af-
ghanistan. Nearly 3,000 of our people were
killed on September 11, 2001, for doing noth-
ing more than going about their daily lives. Al
Qaida and its allies have since killed thousands
of people in many countries. Most of the blood
on their hands is the blood of Muslims, who Al
Qaida has killed and maimed in far greater
number than any other people. That is the fu-
ture that Al Qaida is offering to the people of
Pakistan and Afghanistan, a future without
hope or opportunity, a future without justice
or peace. 

So understand, the road ahead will be long
and there will be difficult days ahead. But we

will seek lasting partnerships with Afghanistan
and Pakistan that promise a new day for their
people. And we will use all elements of our na-
tional power to defeat Al Qaida and to defend
America, our allies, and all who seek a better
future. Because the United States of America
stands for peace and security, justice and op-
portunity. That is who we are, and that is what
history calls on us to do once more. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; Bruce Rie-
del, chair, interagency review on Afghanistan
and Pakistan policy; Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton; and Gen. David D. McKier-
nan, USA, commander, NATO International
Security Assistance Force, Afghanistan.

Remarks at an Installation Ceremony for Eric H. Holder, Jr., as Attorney
General 
March 27, 2009

I am proud to be here today for the installa-
tion of my friend Eric Holder as the 82d Attor-
ney General of the United States.

I want to recognize our Deputy Attorney
General, David Ogden, for his outstanding
service to this Department, both in this tour of
duty, and in his last. Where did David go? He
was here just a second ago. [Laughter] Here
he is. Come on out here—that’s David. I’d like
to thank Special Agent Earl Camp for starting
things off with the Pledge of Allegiance and
for his tremendous sacrifice for this Nation.
Thanks also to Members of Congress who
have joined us, to President Steven Knapp for
hosting us, and to Judge Robert Richter for
administering the oath. Thank you very much.

I also want to welcome Eric’s entire family,
who is here today. Like me, Eric married up.
[Laughter] And we are grateful to his extraor-
dinary wife, Dr. Sharon Malone, and their
children Brooke, Maya, and Eric, for sharing

him with all of us. So, Sharon, thank you.
Thank you, guys. 

There are few more important jobs in our
Nation’s Government than that of Attorney
General. As President, I swore an oath to pre-
serve, protect, and defend our Constitution.
And as Eric himself has said, it is the Attorney
General who serves as the guardian of that re-
vered document that is the basis of our laws
and the driving force of our democracy. 

And that’s what’s always distinguished this
Nation, that we are bound together not by a
shared bloodline or allegiance to any one lead-
er or faith or creed, but by an adherence to a
set of ideals. That’s the core notion of our
founding, that ours is a government of laws,
and not men. It is the motto inscribed on the
library of my law school alma mater: “Not un-
der man but under God and law.”

But today, as we install the man charged
with upholding our laws, we are reminded that
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